
Associate Degree Requirements            1

ASSOCIATE DEGREE
REQUIREMENTS
Students planning to graduate from MPC must file a petition for an
associate degree and/or an application for certificate by the deadlines
listed in the Graduation and Commencement section of the Catalog.

Students attending Monterey Peninsula College are eligible to receive
multiple degrees. More specifically, a student may pursue more than
one degree simultaneously. The requirements for the majors, along with
the general education requirements, must equal a minimum of sixty
associate degree-applicable units.

Associate Degree
The California State Board of Education has authorized the Monterey
Peninsula College District Governing Board of Trustees to confer the
Associate in Arts and Associate in Science degrees. The Associate in Arts
degree is awarded in the liberal arts area; the Associate in Science degree
is awarded in the science and career education fields.

The associate degree is awarded upon satisfying the following:

1. Competency requirements
a. Reading
b. Writing
c. Mathematics
d. Information competency

2. General Education requirements
3. Major requirements: Each course in the major must be complete with

a grade of “C” or better.
4. A minimum of sixty (60) degree-applicable units (courses numbered

1-299 with MPC GE, numbered 1-99 with CSU-GE, or designated as
UC transferable with IGETC) with a 2.0 (“C”) or higher grade point
average. Pre-collegiate courses (300-399) do not apply toward the
degree. Grades earned in non-degree credit courses are not included
in the calculation of the degree-applicable grade point average.

5. A maximum of 20 units of “P” ("Pass") may be applied towards the
associate degree.

6. Completion of a minimum of twelve (12) units at Monterey Peninsula
College, with at least six units in the major area.

Second Associate Degree
The general education and major requirements for the second degree
are those listed in the College catalog for the academic year in which the
student begins work on the second degree. The student must complete
all the units required for the second degree. All general education courses
required for the specific degree must be completed.

Associate in Arts for Transfer (AA-T) or
Associate in Science for Transfer (AS-T)
The Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act (Senate Bill 1440, now
codified in California Education code sections 66746-66749) guarantees
admission to a California State University (CSU) campus for any
community college student who completes an “associate degree for
transfer.” The Associate in Arts for Transfer (AA-T) or the Associate in

Science for Transfer (AS-T) is intended for students who plan to complete
a bachelor’s degree in a similar major at a CSU campus.

Students completing these degrees (AA-T or AS-T) are guaranteed
admission to the CSU system, but not to a particular campus or major.
Students transferring to a CSU campus that does accept the AA-T or AS-
T will be required to complete no more than 60 units after transfer to earn
a bachelor’s degree (unless the major is a designated “high-unit” major).
This degree may not be the best option for students intending to transfer
to a particular CSU campus or to university or college that is not part
of the CSU system. Students should consult with a counselor for more
information on university admission and transfer requirements.

The following Associate Degree for Transfer requirements must be
completed to earn the AA-T or AS-T degree.

• 60 CSU-transferable semester units.
• The California State University General Education-Breadth (CSU GE-

Breadth) pattern; or the Intersegmental General Education Transfer
Curriculum (IGETC) pattern.

• Earn a minimum of 18 semester units in the major or area of
emphasis as determined by the community college district.

• Obtainment of a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.0.
• Earn a grade of C or better in all courses required for the major or area

of emphasis.
• For the Associate Degree for Transfer, students must meet the

residency requirement of 12 units completed at MPC but do not
need 6 units of residency within the major as with general associate
degrees.

At the time of catalog publication, the following Associate Degree for
Transfer programs have been approved at MPC. Additional majors may be
in development. For more information, please consult a counselor and/or
visit www.mpc.edu.

• Administration of Justice, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Anthropology, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Art History, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Biology, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Business Administration 2.0, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Chemistry, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Communication Studies 2.0, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Computer Science, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Early Childhood Education, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Economics, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Elementary Teacher Education, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• English, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Environmental Science, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Geology, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Global Studies, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• History, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Hospitality Management, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Kinesiology, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Mathematics, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Music, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Nutrition and Dietetics, Associate in Science for Transfer
• Philosophy, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Physics, Associate in Science for Transfer
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http://catalog.mpc.edu/academic-information-policies/academic-policies/#graduationandcommencementtext
http://www.mpc.edu
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/administration-justice/administration-justice-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/anthropology/anthropology-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/art-history/art-history-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/biology/biology-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/business/business-administration-2-0-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/chemistry/chemistry-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/communication-studies/communication-studies-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/computer-science-information-systems/computer-science-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/early-childhood-education/early-childhood-education-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/economics/economics-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/education/elementary-teacher-education-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/english/english-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/biology/environmental-science-asot/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/geology/geology-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/global-studies/global-studies-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/history/history-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/hospitality-culinary-arts/sustainable-hospitality-management-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/kinesiology/kinesiology-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/mathematics/mathematics-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/music/music-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/nutrition/nutrition-dietetics-as-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/philosophy/philosophy-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/physics/physics-as-t/
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• Political Science, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Psychology, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Social Justice Studies: Ethnic Studies, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Social Justice Studies: Gender Studies, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Social Work and Human Services, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Sociology, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Spanish, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Studio Arts, Associate in Arts for Transfer
• Theatre Arts, Associate in Arts for Transfer
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http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/political-science/political-science-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/psychology/psychology-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/ethnic-studies/social-justice-studies-ethnic-studies-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/gender-womens-studies/social-justice-studies-gender-studies-aa-t/
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http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/sociology/sociology-associate-arts-transfer/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/spanish/spanish-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/art/studio-aa-t/
http://catalog.mpc.edu/programs-study/theatre-arts/theatre-arts-aa-t/

